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TO THE 


ehr Reverend Father in GOD, 


O HN. 


Lord Biſhop of LoN DON. 


* Loxp, 

Obedience to Your Com- 
rande publiſh this Sermon, 
and mut Apologize to Your 
Loraſtbip for having ſaid 16 


more upon our late gracious 
reign, whom you well know deſerved ſo 
much, and who requires the able? 
d to draw Hey to the Life, and to con- 


a juli Idea of Her to Poſterity. But | 16 


Sermon was prepared before the fatal 


ne was thought of, and the ſtrici At- 
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ſent Majeſty Hande in no need of the Si; 


ſracere Defender of the Faith, as a true 
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ny conſe of Waning WH aa 
4 "Time only 1% make that dutiful Refle 
on Her. Sacred Memory , which the Sul 
amm dilly led ine to in 250 Cloſe of the, 
courſe. -T am willing to believe that 1 
are none who think of making a Merit 


the Living by injur mg the Dead : His. 


his Neople. Aud therefore after all the. 
Dueen has ſuffered and done for the Chi 


of England, aſier ſuch a regular and WM © 
mg Courſe of Piety, and after all Wi \ 
Fi Aſbip has been Witneſs to in Her Wd 


Hours, I hope She will be remember d 

ver of Her People, aud as one of the 

Chriſtians that ever filled the Throne. 

with all imagmable Reſpett aud Duty, 
Your Lordſhip's 

A WEI Mot. Obedzent Son, 


aud mos1 Humble Servant, 
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t when Herod heard thereof, 
he ſaid, it is John «hom I be- 
headed, he is riſen from the 
Dead. ta 


H the Baptiſt with a Freedom be- 
coming 4 Man of God, without Re- . 
ſerve or mutinous Inſinuation, told 

d plainly, It was not lawful for him s 

e bis Brother's Wife. Before this R- 

of the Tetrarch had been a great Admi- 

of John's Preaching, and the better too. 

Wy things for his Sermons ; but the part» | 

with Herodzas was a thing he had not 

to hear of; and ſo the Preacher was 
to Priſon, and barbarouſly put to Death 

"ut a Year after. But Wickednels is a 

ful thing, and now the Blood-guilty Ty- 

it cannot get rid of the murthered Pro- 
et, nor live in Quiet for the Dead. lle 
forget himſelf among his Flatterers, 

9 bind Conſcience for 2 while with the 

me. of Altoniſhmezit, but no ſooner is the 

| | Virtue 
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tee 
Virtue of the Opiate ſpent, and the 
cherer in his Senſes, but John is in 
Thoughts. The ghaſtly Image of WM 
wondrous good Man walks in his M 
and ſeems to meet him at every Tur" 
all the Dreſſes of Horrour. For the F; 
of Jeſus ſet his Imagination a working, 
tho' ſome ſaid, It is Ehas, and others / 
that it is a Prophet, or as one of the | 
phets ; yet the conſcious Herod can thin 
no body but John. He had heard litt 
a Reſurrection, and ſeen no Miracles? 
the Proof of that ſtrange Doctrine; 
yet upon the Suggeſtions of a guilty C 
jence, and upon hearing of [eſus, 
cor'd not forbear believirig it: For a 
Herod heard thereof, he ſuid, it is 
whom I beheaded, ke is riſen from the det 
Riſen ſurely to teſtify his own Innocenf 
and to take Vengeance on me and Hero, 
From theſe words I propoſe, 
Vn, To enquire into the Nature a 
Grounds of that Uneaſineſs and Fear, whi 
purſues ſuch wicked Perſons'as Herod Wa 
Secondly, To examine, whether it be 
the Art of Man totally to ſuppreſs the Of 
rations of a guilty Conſcience, And thel 
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of SE. James's, Aug. 8. 1714. 3 
Thirdly, 1 ſhall lay before you the Uſes 
ae to make of this Enquiry, . » - 

My Firſt Enquiry is into the Nature and 
ounds of that Uneaſineſs and Fear, 
ich purſues ſuch wicked Perſons as He- 
was. 

Now as Man is a rational Creature, it muſk 
zgrecable to him to live up to the Di- 
nes of Reaſon and the Dignity of his 
ure; and in ſo doing, he mult feel a 
tural Satisfaction and Serenity, a Reſt 
| Acquieſcency, like that of other Crea- 
s in their proper Place and Perfection. 
what Light is to the Eye, or Muſick 
the Ear, that is Virtue to the Mind: 
sthe thing it was made for: And in ſuch 
tate the Soul is ſituated as it wou'd be, in 
Element and natural Heaven. But when 
Wan acts againſt Reaſon he does Vio- 

ce to himſelf, and this will give him 
in and Unquietneſs of Spirit. For Plea- 
ariſing from a Congruity between the 
ject and the Faculty, and Man being 
de after God's Image, while any Re- 


> while it has any divine Senſation or Ii 
le for Goodneſs left, it muſt as natu- 
rally 


uns of that Image continue upon the 
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ſecret Suius, they vent [Chtteped under 


Lions. Jor uc uber might. hh Crues ili 
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rally be offended with Ungodlineſs, as 
Eye or, the Ear is with Diſproportion 
Diſcord. From which Incongruity bet 
Sin and a Soul after God's Likeneſs, 1 « 
clude, that a Sinner would be ſick and 
ealy from himſelf, had he no Fears: 
future Puniſhment. For what is unreaſg 
ble is againſt his Nature, and what js; 
natural muſt be -unpleafing, till the 
tom of {inning has worn out the diy 
Impreſſion, and ſuperinduced another 
ture. And therefore it was divinely ſaid 
Plato, Cord. l make fure, of God's P 
dom aud. of Mairs [ gnorauce, vet ſho? 
bluſh" to ſiu merely for its natural J. 
pitude. 101 005.7 ]] 3020: 7 | 
But then there is a much worſe Une 
ſineſs, that ariſeth from a Fear of divi 
Vengeance, and this was tlie caſe of Hes 
Andi of this inward Confuſion I know n 
a finer Deſcription than that in the Bog 
wid of I gm For aubile they (Hf 
wicked Egyptians) /ppofed ta lie hid in ile 


dark weil of Forgeiſulnaſezl bring Hor ril 
aſtoniſhed and troubled with,\flzange App 


he 


them 4 | ' them from Fear; but Nor- 
a4 of Maiers falling down, funded 
tbem, and ſad Viſions appeared unto 
nm with beavy Countenances. For Wit- 
neſs condemned by her own Witheſs. is 
timorous, and bemg preſſed wih Con. 
ce, always forecaſteth grievous things, &c. 
then what the Grounds are of - theſe 
htful Preſages of Vengeance, is the 
Peſtion. We fay, that Gn are groun- 

upon a Law written in the Heart; be- 
ſe without ſuch a Law our Heart cou d 
approve or condemn us for any Action. 
vithout a Law there cou d be no Sin, 
[conſequently no Foundation for an ac- 
no Conſcience. What Reaſon can be 
ud in Nature for the Fears of Herod, 
only a Fore-perſuaſion, that Puniſhmene 
due to Murther? Or how cou'd I be 
wled for acting againſt my Conſcience, 
not firſt believe, that I ought not to 
Fwy thing which my Conſcience tells me 
il: And therefore ſuch wiſe Men in 
Ir own Conceit as wou'd lay the Foun- 
on of Religion in the Legend of the Nur 
in the frightſul Storres of _ &c. 
d do well to conſider that ſuch Stories 
B cou'd 


* 1 , wes; n "—_ 
cou'd take no hold of the Heart, wit 
2 prior Notion of Good and Evil- t 


written. Becauſe without ſuch a Ne 
we ſhou'd be conſcious of nothing thai 
ſerv'd Puniſhment, and conſequently * 
affected with any Stories about it. * 

Was not the Fear of a divine Venge: ag 
natural, but purely owing to the Princi 1 


of Education, then wou'd Perſons impic 
educated, be under no ſuch frighttul 
prehenſion. And Men of Parts and W 
edneſs wou d ſoon. outgrow the Storic! 
the Nurſe, and reaſon this childiſh 
perfectly out of the World. But yet, 
withſtanding the vileſt Education, 
withſtanding all the Powers of Argum 
and the various Methods of Oblivion, 
very few have been able to put themlc 
entirely out of the reach of Conſcie 
Some proſperous Sinners do indeed fe 
time make a lame ſhift to drag abo 
wornded Spirit, as ſome Wretches dq; 
ill ſet Limb; but as this is apt to re 
us upon Alteration of Weather, ſo Co 
ence too has its Seaſon, and will be {ut 
remember us ſeverely upon a Change 
Health or Proſperity; and nothing but 
SY, | pent 
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ance cati ſet us right, and make us 
within. For Man is the only Crea- 
that knows he muſt. die, becauſe the 
Creature concern d after Death; and 
; Knowledge of dying, join'd witli the 
iges of a guilty Mind, mult needs dreſs 
very diſtracted Scene, and let in Ter- 
like an armed Man. For it is impoſ< 
e to prove there is no God and future 
ment, and ſtrong Arguments from 
out, and violent Preſumptions from 
lin, that there is both ; and this muſt 
e a Sinner under doubt, and to be un- 
doubt, to call it no more, of ſuffering 
mighty Vengeance to Extremity, and 
out End: I know not what ſomè 
ry People may think of it, but to my 
(king, it looks like a dreadful Precipice : 
ough to overſet the Mind, and to turn 
Imagination round with Horror incom- 
menſible. And therefore wicked Men 
vhat they can to ſcreen themſelves from 
Proſpect, and ſtrive by all the Arts of 
verfulneſs, to ſhove off the Thought of 
ter Life, which yet will ever and anon 
rolling back upon the Mind. And this 
bes me to the other Enquiry, Whether 
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rin their Feaſts : While Buſineſs or Plea 


Sinner returns to himſelf, and is fit to 


happens to be poor, ſick or miſerable. I 
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it be in the Art of Man totally to ſupffiſe a 
the Operations of a guilty Conſcience, the 
I am apt to believe that moſt Sinill! 
are met with upon Occaſion, and {mi 
by their Conſcience oftner than they Wn 


Willing to ſpeak of: That even in LaugWcat 


they have been forrowful, and pur oe 
Face of Joy in Publick when' they felt 
Worm that never dies gnawing at t. 
Heart. While they are luſty and {tre 
and the Tabret, and Pipe, and Wine 


calls the Mind abroad, and holds it int 
upon the World, ſo long perhaps they 
be defended upon the Trouble of Self 
flection; but then Conſcience in this 
terval, ic not dead but ſleepeth It is in ci 
xicated, but not extinct. For when 


ſpoken with, Conſcience will come fo 
like the Fingers upon the Wall, and wi 
bitter things againſt him; eſpecially if 


whether it be poſſible to extinguiſh Ce 
ſcience perpetually, and in all Caſes, at 
Queſtion of Difficulty. For if Conſciequ 
be a neceſſary Effect of Knowledge, N 
5 wal 
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ba Sinner knows any thing of a God, 
the difference between Good and'Evil, 
ill be ſubject to the black Inferences of a 
ty Mind. And we are told *, ul de Nat. 
never Man was more afraid Per. lib. 1. 

heath and a God, than Epicurus himſelf: 
nextinguiſhable were theſe Notions even 
e Days of Darkneſs, and in the Prince 
heiſts. But then again, we have too 
h Reaſon to believe, that ſome Men 
bite of Nature and Revelation alſo have 
red to utter Darkneſs and Inſenſibility; 
therefore, in ſhort, I would refolve the 
tion thus: The firſt Principles of Mo- 
xy, fach as God is to be worſhipped, 
th and Juſtice to be obſerv'd, &c. are 
ciently evident in themſelves ; but then 
ght Application of theſe general Prin- 
les to particular Actions, requires a good 
ce of Care and Impartiality; and while 
n are bent on the Purſuit of ſuch things 
promiſe them any preſent Pleaſure or 
Vantage, they attend to thoſe Reaſons 
y which make for their Paſſion, and do 
at they can to avoid that Light which 
ud ſhew. them an unwelcome Truth; 
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ſelves 
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hen they have thus ſtrengthned tem- 
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ſelves in their Wickedneſs, and by c 
nually trampling upon Conſcience, 
it as hard as they are able, then Ge 
his Judgment delivers them up to a pet 
ptory Induration, to commit all Jnic 
with Greedineſs. We have the Judgi 
and the Reaſon of it too expreſſly aſſign? 
Rom. i. 18. St. Paul; Becauſe they did not 
to retain God in their Knowledge, G 
them over to a reprobate Mind. And 
it is to withdraw that Light from the M 
which has no Influence upon the H 
and to make that their Puniſhment w. 
was their Choice. | 
But then the obdurate Wretch has li 
| Reaſon (God knows) to rejoice that 
aſt feeling: For he has a Morizficatuo; 
his Soul, and is paſt the keeneſt Oper 
ons of Conſcience, and conſequently | 
all Hopes of a Cure. He is permitted fe 
| while to fit down quietly in the Sear , 
Scornful, to make a mock. of Sin, and 
enjoy his Jeſt and Stupefaction, till he fi 
himſelf awake in that Place he ſo often 
d rided, where there is weeping and wail 
and gnaſhing of Teeth for ever. A wo 
ded Spirit is indeed the hardeſt 1 
4 80 e 


but yet we may 4% 2 our Eyes in 
Torment with ſome Comfort, and bleſs 
| that we have the Senſe to feel it, and 
"Ol not unto every good Work reprobate. 
while there is any Senſe of Sin, any 
in Conſcience, there is Hope of A- 
ndment. Hope that in this our Day 
may ſee the things thar belong to our 


nt and eternal Peace, before they are 


overably hid from our Eyes. Having 
| FF enquired into the Nature and Grounds 


at Uneaſineſs and Fear, which pur- 
ſuch wicked Perſons as Herod was: 
[ likewiſe, Whether it be in the Art of 
totally to ſuppreſs the Operations of 
wlty Conſcience ; I come now in the 
Place, To lay before you the Uſes we 
to make of this Enquiry. 
ind firſt, From what has been ſaid we 
obſerve the Goodneſs of God in ma- 
git ſo hard a thing to be ugdone : To 
xtremely wicked of a ſudden. He has 
ted a Law in the Heart, and fenced it 
ut with Fear and Shame, and ſet Con- 
ace, like an Angel with a flaming 
Ird, to guard it on every ſide. So that 
Ire a Man can arrive to be a conſum- 
mate 


tion. For ſtruggling: Nature will ho] 


mate Sinner, he muſt: go thro? a te 
Courſe of Drudgery and Reluctance: Nor 
muſt take the Kingdom of Darkneſs Met 
olence, and be at fad Pains for Dai a: 
a long time: She will bluſh and tret 
at a bold Sin for many Years, nor wil 
ever give up all her Virtues without a 
ing and terrible Diſpute. Tho Herd 
taken his Brother's Wife, and gone g 
Lengths in many other Sins, yet a Peti 
for the Baptiſts Head in a Charger ſu 
ſed him for a time with Horror ; He 
exceeding ſorry in the midſt of Exceſs 
Gaiety, even at Supper with his Lords, 
Captains, aud chief Eſtates of Galilee. 
ſtrong a Proviſion againſt Sin has God 
terwoven in our Nature. Our good C 
tor, like a tender Parent, has proy 
Mankind with a faithful Tutor, a T 
that will be about our Path, and about 
Bed, and will ſpy out all our Ways: T 
will inſtruct, admoniſh, chaſtize and wa 
over us continually ; ſo that if we will 
ſubmit to be tutor'd by Conſcience, we ... 
keep undefiled aud innocent from the, g 

Offence. Us 6.9] 
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ow. then! ſhall we anſwer it, either to 
or to out ſelves, that we have ſo often 


I» 4 =y" 


R 
- 


"Mic through all theſe ſtrong-holds of Na- 


uf and Grace, and gone rough Fire aud 
qq for the miſerable Wages of Sin > We 
eie ſuffered Precept upon Weckt and 

norſe upon Remorſe, and yet feel Con- 
nce, like a true Friend, labouring from 
Riſing of the Sun to the Going- down 
eof to reſcue us from eternal Deſtructi- 
and therefore we muſt confeſs our De- 
tion to be from our ſelyes; we ſhall be 
ted to juſtify God in our 'Torments,. and 
dear him when he is judged. - Let us 
1 ſtand in Awe of our Selves, and fin 
and when Conſcience looks withfully 
n us, and rebukes us, let us reverence 
a Meflenger ſent from God for our Sal- 
on: As when the Lord turned and looked 


remembred the word of the Lord, and 
aus and wept bitterly. Let us lay our 
upon our Heart, and conſider in time 
ler we are going: Tus one Wicked- 
will introduce anothe dultery 
vay for the Murther of Uriah and 


Peter after his repeated Denyal, Pe- 


„as Adultery. 


ihe Baßptiſi. That ſome. Crimes will. 
| 5 Tus lay”; 
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Hy wafte the Mind, and make havoc 
it altogether ; and that a wilful Conti 
ance in any one Sin will by degrees b 
qually deſtructive: That our Day of Gt 
may be ſoon over, and God only knows 
this very Day may conclude it, and t 
this very Diſcourſe {how weak ſoever i 
may be the laſt Call vouchſafed to { 
here preſent. Deſpiſe not then the Rig 
of God's Forbearance and Long:ſuffert 
but know that his Goodnels is defign'd 
lead thee to Repentance; and if it can 
induce thee to this, then will he covert 
with ſuch a Blindneſs of Mind, and Ha 
neſs of Heart, that thou ſhalt only trea 
up Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath. 

But, 2. From what has been ſaid 
cannot but obſerve, how grievouſſy 

countable ſuch Men are, who, noty 
ſtanding the Light of the Goſpel, | 
not ſo much even as the Faith of He; 
The Refarretthio was not expreſily con 
ned in the Law, and therefore exploded 
the Saddacees; the Men of Thought and 
plication might deduce it perhaps from t 
Declaration, wherein God proclaimshim 


to be the God of departed Abraham, 1/ 
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] Jacob: They mi 15 infer it likewiſe from 
Wo Children raiſed to Life by Elijah and 
b ho: But what is all this to the Golpel- 


dence of a general Reſurrection ; where 
s directly, conſtantly, and in the molt 
wrels Terms aſſerted: where Chriſt raiſed 
nſelf and others from the Dead, and all 
Miracles that were done by Ken and by 


Doctrine? And yet Herod came into it 
n Deductions only from 7o/es and the 
phets, and ſaid, I. is John whom I be- 
wed, he rs riſen 7 om the Dead. But, alas! 
have ſtill ſuch Fools as ſay in their Heart, 
re is no Reſurrection, neither Angel, nor 
1. And of this unhappy kind we meer 


ll the preceding Ages of Parka and 
Reaſon of it I take to be this: Thar 
le the Ceutiles had only a faint and glim- 
ng notion of another Life, they cow'd 
by their Sins with leſs Diſturbance, and 
lequently had leſs Temptation to turn 
beiße; = now the Sn of [Righteouſneſs 
len, and ungrateful Duties are expreſſſy 
imanded : Now. the Flames of eternal 
ments glare full upon the Sinner, and 
oF) there 


U 


Apoſtles, were done in Confirmation of 


more ſince the coming of Chriſt, than 
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there is no bearing the Goſpel and his Wh: 
together: He riſes with Indignatio 
draw the Curtain, and to reject the L 
becauſe his Deeds are evil, and becaul 
reſolves that they ſhall be ſo. But be 
had it been, yea much more tolerab| 
ſuch Men, that they had never heard 
Chriſt; for Herod himſelf will riſe u 
Judgment againſt them; and if, after all 
Expence of Revelation and Miracle they 
ſet themſelves againſt knowing their 
ſter's Will, they ſhall be beaten with 1 
$:r1pes. 

Thirdly and Laftly, We have ſeen thi 
tiable Shifts wicked Men are continually 
ced to make for a little Reſpite and | 
forgetfulneſs; and in particular, what 
Great Man in my Text ſuffered from wi 

for the Murther of the Prophet And 
let us turn our Eyes from Herod, and ta 
ſhort view of the Righteous; and here, 
on this very juſt and ver lamentable o 
ſion, I will not, I cannot forbear look 
back a while upon our late, but #ever 
forgotten Queen, who exerciſed her {el 
all the varzous Trials of Life to have al 
a Conſtience void of Offence toward God 
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rd Men: Who not only did bis Prophets 
km, and ſhed no innocent Blood, but laid 
all Her Power in Labours of Love, and 
cks of Mercy, in the Glory of God and 
Happineſs of Mankind: In ſheathing 
devouring Sword, in cultivating the 


propagating the Goſpel to a ſtrange 
ple, in building us Churches and 
king our Religion lovely at home by 
r own Example, and in tranſmitting: the 
wry of Holrnefs pure and undefiled tothe 
dren ryet unborn. Her gracious Influen- 
deſcended upon all Her Subjects Ie zhe 
ups of Dew that water the Earth; and in 
ndneſs and Long: ſuffering She was one of 
e faireſt Children of our Father which zs 
Heaven, who maketh his Sun to riſe on 


the Juſt and an the Unjuſt. Let Her Me- 
ry therefore be ever precious among us; 
{if all thoſe, who have taſted and ſeen 
good and gracions She was in every 
ve of Life, will but ſtrow their juſt Praiſes 
Flowers upon Her Grave, then ſurely 
muſt All, from the H:gbeſt to the Loweſt, 
nd about Her //'cepmg, as the grateful 


- 


s of Peace and univerſal good Nature, 


e Foul and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain 
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© \ wondrous Great, Pious, and Bench 
Things ſhe did whzle She was with us. 


e. RMUN Tyra 
* Witows did about the dead Dorcas, ſhe 
z#he Coats and Garments ſhe made, and al 


if the Hyirus of Juſt Men departed have 
Senſe of what the Living do, we ma 
on to gratify Her even in Paradiſe; by 
ding faſt that Faith She ſo earneſtly con 
ded for, and by tranſlating our Allegiz 
and Affections to his Sacred Majeſty our 
ſent Gracious Sovereign, whom the Las 
the Land and the Care of the Queen | 
wiſely provided and ſecured for the pe 
tual Defence of our Religion and Li 
ties. Such then was the conſtant 
ctice of our late Queen, who cou'd not | 
in Her Heart to do or ſay a hard thing 
any of Her People; and conſequently | 
a Conſcience muſt of it ſelf be an exceed 
great Reward, more worth than thouſa 
of Gold and Silver, and infinitely more d 
rable at Her later Hud than the Crown \ 
wore; and in one word, the moſt div 
Satisfaction on this ſide Heaven. Suc 
Conſcience refreſh'd our Queen upon 
Bead of Lan guiſhing as ſupported the go 
Hezeliab, aid made all Her * 4 
Wan; ickt 
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| ef: It brought fo Her Remes! 


1 atDay of Trouble all the lovely Attic 
e Lite, and reviv'd Her with the Joy 
yperfect Heart: And tho' it added nol 
„e Pays (perhaps for Her own fake) 
„ears, yet it carried Her the ſooner to 


x Place of Reſt Her Soul had been long 
won, and where all 7ears now are wiped 
Her Eyes. It was a Conſcience void 
fence that made Paul and las ſing in 
ſn and in an Earthquake: That made 
xr, tho* berween two Soldiers and bound 
U Chains, ſleep ſo faſt, that the Bright- 
hof the Angel cou d not wake him till he 
te him on the fide. As for the ungodly 
fut /o with them; but in their Diſtreſs a 
ible Fear overwhelmeth them, and will 


18 8 
der their Eyes to ſleep, nor their Eye- 
doo ſlumber: Gailtfpteads over them an 
r nigbt; an mug hat + wi, xvii, 


065 which ſhall, afterwards 1 

we them, and they are unto themſelves 
*gr1evous, than all their Calamities from 
bout, But Lig bt is ſow:s for the Righteons, 
ſpringeth up in due ſeaſon : Mark the 
ject Man and behold the upright, for the 
of that Man is Peace: The are ns 

at 


h redeemed; the Prifoners:He hath 1, 
cle Hungey he hath fed, the nal 
ich clothed; and all the good Deeds he 
ver done (Viſions of inexpreſſible Joy 
Bed of Sickneſs): ſhall ſtand about h; 
goodly Aray at the laſt Hour, and ſpeak 
to his Soul: Then he ſhall hear the Voic 
” anacquitting Conſcience, not as the M. 
Waters ſounding dreadfully about him, 
as the hill ¶ oict of God, ſaying, Cn 
bleſſed Children receiue the Ringdom pre 
| red for jou. I hoſò is wile will ponder ! 
things, and they ſhall underftand the ln 
' kindneſs of the Lord: Underſtand and 
it thro? the whole courſe of their Lives 

eſpecially at their Journeys. end; Wh 
God of his infinite Mercy Grant we may 
do for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, Sc. 
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